
OUR Y…. MISSION IN MOTION  
Every day, the Metropolitan YMCA of the Oranges delivers on its mission 
to strengthen community through youth development, healthy living and 
social responsibility by tending to the needs of children, families and 
seniors for lasting improvements to their lives.  As an organization we 
are leading the way by “Living Our Cause.”

Efforts often focus on fun, like the branches’ Healthy Kids Day events 
in May.  Other work involves collaborations, volunteerism and community 
development, such as our community gardens, Shaping NJ initiatives, 
and the South Mountain YMCA’s Togetherhood program.  Of course, 
our ongoing Stewards of Children campaign to combat child sexual 
abuse in our communities naturally takes a more serious tone.

Our success rests in the hands of over 1000 staff members who are at 
the front lines of member service and engagement.  Developing their 
professional competency, as well as their cause driven philosophy, is the 
key to mission success.  At the Metro Y, we’re cultivating new leaders to 
ensure our knowledgeable and highly motivated staff members have the 
resources to continually elevate our service to the community.

In everything we do, we are committed to ensuring that people, no 
matter age, income or background, have the opportunity to learn, grow 
and thrive.

MISSION STATEMENT
Strengthen community through youth development, healthy 
living, and social responsibility.
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At the Y, we strengthen community.

SUMMER 2015

Our families and friends 
face new challenges and 
stresses. Our children 
need safe and enriching 
opportunities to realize 
fuller potential, play and 
explore. Everyone needs a 
place to disconnect from 
the buzz of the immediate, 
electronic world and 
reconnect with others and 
nature. Our environment, 
more fragile than ever, 
needs awareness, 
education and advocacy.

To remain viable for future 
generations a forward-
thinking group came 
together to assess Fairview 
Lake and the needs of the 
physical plant.  The goal 
was to ensure the tradition 
of residential camping.  The 
result is an exciting and 
ambitious state approved 
$25 million master plan.

Fairview Lake YMCA began 
at a time of great change, 
challenge and progress in 
our country’s history. The 
creation of a residential 
camp was a progressive 
and ambitious endeavor 
by our founders. Fairview 
Lake YMCA has developed 
over the years to reflect 
the changes of our society. 
Today is no different.

NEXT CENTURY VISION

KITTATINNY AREA REBIRTH
Our opportunities for growth 
are limited by the current size 
of the Kittatinny Unit. 
Camp and conference 
experiences could be enhanced 
by expanding the Kittatinny 
side of the lake. Our plan 
includes the redevelopment of 
cabins and resources in that 
section of Camp. 
This new area will include eight 
new cabins and one chaperone 
cabin totaling 84 new beds. 
There would be a courtyard 
gathering space and new 
pavilion located between the 
dining hall and the Kittatinny 
Lodge. This will allow guests 
staying in these new cabins to 
more effectively use the lodge 
for indoor space.

SERVING OUR GUESTS
Comfort and basic needs are an 
ongoing task.  The current dining 
hall, built in 1961 and ideally 
located for service to the entire 
camp community is inadequate. 
The current cabins, a camper’s 
home away from home, need 
upgrades for both efficiency and 
comfort.
Our solutions are modest but will 
have great impact in the overall 
residential experience. We seek 
to add 200 seats in the dining 
hall by expanding the footprint. 
Additionally, a multi-phased 
improvement plan for cabins 
would include new porches and 
bathrooms, adding comfort and 
convenience to our guests.

8 =
84

PAVILION

NEW CAMP ENTRANCE, 
WELCOME CENTER AND 
ROADS
The safety of our children 
while at camp is a top priority. 
Currently, the camp road runs 
right through the center of 
camp. As we have grown, two 
immediate needs have been 
identified, child safety and guest 
services/administration. Traffic, 
parking and vehicle pathways 
through common areas must be 
re-routed.
Growth also creates the need 
for additional personnel, 
more efficient systems and 
technology. The administration 
needs have grown over the 
years, and the office has not 
been able to keep up with the 
changing needs.
Our vision includes a new main 
entrance to camp, a welcome 
center with adequate work and 
meeting space, and parking lots 
for cars and buses. In addition, 
a new road for service vehicles 
and a large parking lot close to 
the cabins will increase safety.

STAFF HOUSING
Several of our current staff 
housing options are not up 
to contemporary standards. 
We know that a high quality 
camp comes from high quality 
staff. To attract and retain 
quality staff, our master plan 
incorporates new staff housing, 
placed strategically around the 
facility. 

RECREATION FACILITIES 
UPGRADED
Fairview Lake YMCA Camps 
offer outstanding and 
innovative programs. In order 
to maintain this diversity of 
programming, the following 
upgrades are recommended: 
the Mountainside Boathouse 
will be enlarged to 
accommodate new boats and 
riggings as well as classroom 
space for environmental 
education; a sledding hill 
warming station and a luggage 
drop-off pavilion to be utilized 
in inclement weather; a new 
trip room to accommodate the 
adventure programs’ continued 
growth of Environmental Trips 
for Challenge (E.T.C.); lake 
paths allowing for educational 
experiences; and shade 
structures for campers.
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Strong leadership drives our successes.  We cultivate the talents 
of our staff members as they work their way through the ranks to 
learn all areas of service and take on ever-increasing responsibility. 
We are proud to introduce you to three new Associate Executive 

Directors who serve as the right-hand person to the Executive 
Directors at the Sussex County YMCA, the Fairview Lake YMCA 
Camps and the South Mountain YMCA.

FAIRVIEW LAKE 
YMCA CAMPS 
Jennie Griffin rejoined 
the Fairview Lake 
YMCA Camps this 
spring as Associate 
Executive Director after 
a brief interruption 
to her 20-plus-year 
Y career.  Griffin was a major player in the 
success of the Fairview Lake Y’s Centennial 
celebration this month.

“The way we have to grow is to dream big – we 
can do anything at camp we can think up that 
people would enjoy,’’ Griffin said.

Fairview Lake Y Executive Director Bob Kahle 
said, “Jennie leads with passion’’ and “has the 
skills and personality to motivate staff to hit 
the goals that will keep the Y growing.”

SOUTH 
MOUNTAIN YMCA 
Eric Stoddard traces 
his start as an athlete 
to a YMCA, where he 
learned swimming, 
gymnastics, basketball, 
soccer and other 
sports. Stoddard 
emerged as a football and track champion, and 
in 2003, he made the national bobsled team. 
He won the 2004 national championship in the 
two-man competition as the youngest bobsled 
athlete on the world cup circuit. 

Stoddard’s strong ties to the Y lured him to 
a career at the South Mountain YMCA. He 
worked as Senior Program Director before his 
promotion to Associate Executive Director 
earlier this year. Stoddard will oversee plans to 
increase programming to expand capacity “so 
we can serve more families in the community,’’ 
he said.  

Stoddard and his wife are expecting their 
second child in July.

SUSSEX COUNTY 
YMCA  
After eight years 
working at the Fairview 
Lake YMCA Camps, 
outdoorsman Corey 
Brown was ready to 
take on a new challenge 
as second-in-command 
at the Sussex County Y.  He said he is inspired 
by the energy of the staff, whose love for their 
jobs creates “an open, welcoming feeling.”

He is eager to increase the Y’s reach. “Everyone 
in this area should be able to experience the 
Sussex County Y,’’ Brown said. In his spare 
time, the father of three manages the Irish-
influenced folk-rock band Emish (led by his 
fiddle-playing wife).

Brown, who spent his childhood investigating 
the woods behind his home, still make time for 
his life-long love of the outdoors.

STRONG LEADERSHIP

More than 1,000 children and their families enjoyed fun, food and fitness at Healthy Kids Day 
at the Metro Y’s branches in May. Each branch put its own twist on the free event, but all guests 
enjoyed some of the 2,500 bananas donated by Floyd Avillo, president of RLB Food Distributors. 
The events inspired families to stay active physically and mentally over the summer.

GOING BANANAS FOR HEALTHY KIDS

• The South Mountain Y included a bike 
rodeo, a kids’ fitness challenge and a teddy 
bear clinic.

• Festivities at the Sussex County Y kicked 
off with a kickball tournament, and included 
a boot camp-style obstacle course, and a 
carnival-style games and activities.

• At the Wayne Y, families enjoyed an open 
swim, inflatables and an obstacle course.

• Festivities at the West Essex Y included a 
fitness obstacle course, Zumba and yoga 
classes, and CATCH and ‘Minute to Win It’ 
games. 

• The East Orange Y’s event was held in conjunction with the city’s celebration of First Lady 
Michelle Obama’s national Let’s Move initiative in Rawley Park.

GROWING THE CAUSE
The East Orange YMCA is helping to 
establish a community garden in the 
city, where residents can grow their 
own fruits and vegetables.  The effort, 
in collaboration with the Healthier East 
Orange Coalition, the city, and a master 
gardener, receives funding through 
Shaping NJ, the state’s nutrition, physical 
activity and obesity program. The Wayne 
YMCA, the West Essex YMCA and the 
South Mountain YMCA also have gardens.

The Metropolitan YMCA of the Oranges has already taught more than 2,000 adults about child 
sexual abuse, how to identify unsafe situations and practices, and how to react responsibly. 
Nearly all Metro Y staff have taken the Stewards of Children training, and we are now making 
tremendous inroads in the greater community. Here’s just a sampling:

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE FROM SEXUAL ABUSE FAIRVIEW LAKE YMCA 
CAMPS CELEBRATING 
100 YEARS OF SHAPING 
CAMPERS’ LIVES
For 100 years, the Fairview Lake YMCA 
Camps has been transforming lives, 
giving children the confidence and 
life skills to become successful adults 
and creating lifelong memories. For 
many alumni, the Fairview Lake Y is a 
touchstone of childhood, the place they 
developed confidence, resiliency, life-long 
skills and lasting friendships.

During the Centennial weekend 
celebration, June 12-14, generations of 
alumni from the far reaches of the globe 
and nearby gathered to reminisce and 
relive their summer camp days doing 
relay races, hiking, swimming, boating, 
archery, climbing, riflery, candle making, 
and much more.

Dignitaries, including U.S. Rep. Scott 
Garrett (R-5th Dist.), were on hand for 
the dedication of the new 8,000-square-
foot Minisink Lodge, built to replace 
the original lodge, which was lost to a 
lightning strike three years ago. The 
new building features a ski lodge with 
a fireplace, a theater and a three-story 
indoor climbing wall.

• Ginnie’s House Children’s Advocacy Center in 
Newton has trained their Board of Directors, 
volunteers and staff.

• The South Orange Library staff completed the 
Stewards of Children training.

• The South Orange Rotary awarded the 
Metropolitan YMCA of the Oranges a $1,000 
grant to support training.

• Metro Y Senior Director of Child Safety 
Maureen Simons recently trained 20 parents 
from the Foster and Adoptive Family Services, 
part of the Sussex County office of the state 
Child Protection and Permanency agency. 

• Vernon School District counselors and 
teachers took the training, and other sessions 
are planned for the fall.

• The Lafayette Township Schools hosted a 
training session for parents and teachers are 
using the online version.

• Columbia High School in Maplewood has 
signed on for website access to bring the 
program to parents and teachers in the fall.

• Daren Phil, a member of the Metro Y Board 
of Directors, took the training and has 

introduced it to employees and customers of 
Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc., where 
he is Executive Vice President.

• The Lambda Tau Omega Sorority intends to 
offer the online version to all its members in 
New Jersey and New York.

• A Montclair State University instructor and 
licensed psychologist intends to make the 
Stewards of Children training a requirement 
for students beginning in the fall.

“My husband and I both attended the training 
you led yesterday at the Woodlands, and 
wanted to let you know what a powerful and 
valuable experience it was for both of us. I have 
participated in and run a lot of trainings, and 
this was one of the most effective, sensitive, 
and well-executed trainings I have attended. 
I’ve already been sharing the link and spreading 
the word among friends and colleagues. I 
am convinced that this type of action and 
dissemination has the potential to change 
the social norms around this issue, which is a 
critical lever for community-wide change.” – 
Amanda S. Birnbaum, PhD, MPH, Chairperson 
and Associate Professor of Public Health at 
Montclair State University’s Department of 
Health and Nutrition

The free, two-hour online Stewards 
of Children course is available to 
New Jersey residents at www.
metroymcas.org/preventnow along 
with information about upcoming 
in-person training sessions. 

KIDS
MATTER
Prevent Child Sexual Abuse

Take the Training. Join the Cause.


